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REPORT. 


[r.  Hunsscker,  from  the  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
resolution  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a  b  II 
provid  ng  for  an  appropriation  to  the  Pennsylvania  Co  onization 
Society,  to  be  expended  in  the  removal  of  free  colore  1  persons 
fiom  Pennsylvania  to  tLe  colony  ot  Liberia  in  Africa,  submitted 
the  following  report : 

Your  committee  having  had  the  subject  under  consideration,  and  in  view  of 
s  great  importance  to  the  happiness  of  the  colored  population  of  this  Com- 
lomvealth,  have  given  it  more  than  ordinary  attention. 

It  is  of  the  first  importance  to  know  what  inducements  Liberia  presents  to 
re  statesman  and  philanthropist,  to  aid  and  urge  the  colored  people  among  us 
3  emigrate  thither,  to  enjoy  civil  and  social  liberty  and  equality.  Libe.ia 
oes  not  consist,  as  some  suppose,  of  arid  plains  and  burning  sands,  but  of  hills 
nd  valleys  covered  with,  toe  verdure  of  perpetual  spring,  presenting  to  the 
ye  of  the  observer,  as  viewed  from  the  highest  points  of  land  in  the  vicinity 
f  the  ocean,  the  appearance  of  a  deep  unbroken  forest,  with  hill-top  rising 
bove  hill-top  towards  the  vast  interior.  The  country- is  well  watered  by  many 
■eautiful  streams,  the  banks  of  some  of  which  present  encouraging  scenes  of 
gricultural  industry. 

The  soil  of  Liberia,  like  that  of  other  countries,  varies  in  appearance,  quality 
.nd  productiveness.  There  is,  however,  no  very  poor  land  in  Liberia,  and  most 
>f  it  is  very  rich,  not  surpassed  perhaps  b\  any  other  country  in  the  world. 

Among  the  numerous  agiieuliu.al  products  of  the  colony,  we  may  specify 
is  ex i  or  table  articles ,  rice,  coffee,  cotton,  sugar,  arrow-root,  ginger,  qepper,  ail 
)f  which  can  be  raided  in  quantity  and  quality,  not  surpassed  by  similar 
iroducts  in  any  other  country.  Indian  corn,  or  maize,  grows  very  well  on 
some  lands,  not  so  well  however,  as  in  some  parts  of  the  United  Mates.  A 
Treat  variety  of  fruits  grow  luxuriantly  and  plentifully,  some  of  which  are 
the  pine-npple,  lime,  orange,  papaw,  cocoanut,  tamarind,  the  plantain  and  the 
banana,  the  former  of  which  is  one  of  the  most  luscious  and  wholesome  fruits 
in  the  vegetable  kingdom,  easily  cultivated  and  affording  an  excellent  and 
nutritious  article  of  food.  Domesticated  animals  of  every  necessary  kind, 
and  in  any  required  number,  may  be  raised  with  much  less  trouble  and  expense 
than  in  this  country,  such  as  beeves  or  bullocks,  cows,  sheep,  goats,  swine, 
geese,  turkeys,  ducks  and  chickens;  besides,  numerous  kinds  ot  wi  d  game, 
including  deer  of  several  varieties  are  very  plentiful :  also,  a  variety  of  excel¬ 
lent  fish  abounds  in  the  rivers ;  so  that  no  industrious  man  need  apprehend 
ariy  difficulty  in  gathering  enough  animal  as  well  aS  vegetable  food.  To  the 
industrious  agricultuiist,  therefore,  Liberia  offers  an  inviting  home — a  heme  in 
which  all  the  necessaries,  and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life,  may  be  produced 
with  much  less  labor  than  in  this  country. 

The  climate  of  Liberia  is,  on  the  whole,  healthful,  pleasant,  and  well 
adapted  to  the  constitution  of  the  negro.  The  extremes  of  the  theimome- 
trical  state  of  the  atmosphere  may  be  set  down  at  sixty-five  and  ninety 
degrees.  The  average  height  of  the  mercury  during  the  rainy  season,  is 
about  seventy-six,  and  doing  the  dry  season  about  eighty-four  degrees.  The 
mean  temperature  for  the  year  is  about  eighty  degrees. 


The  only  recognized  division  of  the  year  into  seasons  is  the  wet  or  rain 
and  the  dry  season.  During  the  half  of  the  year,  commencing  with  Ma 
much  more  rain  falls  than  during  the  other  half,  commencing  with  Novembf 
As  a  general  rule  however,  it  may  be  stated  that  some  rain  falls  durii 
every  month  in  the  year,  and  in  every  month  there  is  some  fine,  clee 
pleasant  weather. 

Liberia  is  the  land  of  promise  to  the  black  man.  During  the  last  thirt 
three  years  many  negroes  have  emigrated  to  Africa  from  all  parts  of  th 
country,  and  have  enjoyed  a  remarkable  exemption  from  sickness  and  deat! 
their  aggregate  mortality  per  annum  for  the  whole  length  of  time  being  on 
about  five  per  centum,  and  for  the  last  ten  years  less  than  four  per  centum, 
once  demonstrating  their  entire  adaptedness  to  that  region  and  work. 

.  Manufactures  in  Africa,  according  to  modern  improvements,  are  yet  in  the 
infancy.  Yet  it  is  astonishing  what  a  degree  of  ingenuity  the  natives  displ? 
in  their  numerous  manufactured  articles — such  a  knowledge  of  mechanics 
to  agreeably  surprise  all  who  have  heard  of,  or  been  privileged  to  behold  the 
handiwork.  Iron  ore  is  found  in  Africa  in  immense  quantities,  and  from 
are  made,  by  the  untaught  natives,  various  ornamental  and  useful  article 
such  as  spears,  arrows,  knives,  armlets,  bracelets,  & c.  They  are  exceeding 
skilful  in  the  tanning  and  manufacture  of  leather.  Their  mats  for  table  ut 
bags  for  carrying  various  materials,  and  baskets  of  all  sizes  and  descriptio 
are  wrought  with  great  symmetry  and  beauty,  from  sea-grass  and  the  leav 
of  their  innumerable  and  useful  trees  and  plants;  the  palm  tree,  says 
traveler,  is  applied  by  them  to  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  uses.  Huts  a 
thatched  with  palm  leaves,  its  fibres  are  used  for  fishing  tackle,  a  rough  clo 
is  made  from  the  inner  bark,  the  fruit  is  roasted  and  is  excellent,  the  oil  serv 
for  butter,  the  palm  wine  is  a  favorite  drink. 

Yhur  committee  regret  that  they  have  not  been  able  to  lay  their  hands  up< 
any  late  statistics,  showing  the  aggregate  value  of  the  commerce  of  Liberi 
There  arrived  from  June  20th  to  September  30th,  1851,  at  the  port  of  Monrovi 
twenty-five  ships,  brigs,  schooners,  steam  vessels,  Ac.;  and  departed  sixtee 
The  principal  exports  consist  of  palm  oil,  camwood,  ivory,  and  Malaget 
pepper.  The  young  .Republic,  though  weak  and  feeble  as  it  now  is,  will  her 
after  direct  and  control,  to  a  vast  extent  the  commerce  of  the  Western  coa 
of  Africa  ;  the  rich  products  of  that  immense  tract  of  country  lying  interi 
of  Liberia,  will  find  their  way  out  through  her  ports,  and  as  the  natives  ri 
in  the  scale  of  being,  and  begin  to  appreciate  the  blessings  and  feel  the  wan 
consequent  on  civilization,  they  will  through  some  channel  obtain  the  produc 
and  manufactures  of  other  countries.  Her  position  on  the  coast,  and  h 
relation  to  foreign  nations  necessarily  confer  upon  her  this  advantage.  Wh 
a  market  is  here  opened  for  the  sale  of  our  manufactures  1  Who  can  right 
calculate  the  amount  of  employment,  it  would  afford  the  operatives  and  wor 
men  of  our  own  land  to  clothe  Africa’s  160,000,000  of  inhabitants,  and  tl 
enormous  trade  which  it  could  afford  us  in  the  luxuries  and  what  we  consid 
the  necessaries  of  life,  from  its  prolific  tropical  soill  Commerce  is  the  gre 
agent  upon  which  all  colonization  must  depend.  It  is  the  civilizer  of  mankin< 
emigration  is  one  of  its  collaterals,  not  its  principal  object. 

The  Republic  of  Liberia  now  extends  from  Shebar  or  Sherbeo  river  on  tl 
north  west  latitude  7  degrees  24  minutes,  north  longitude  12  degrees  4 
minutes,  west  to  Grand  Sestees,  latitude  4  degrees  41  minutes  north,  longitu< 
8  degrees  8  minutes  west  in  a  direct  line.  In  a  direct  line  its  length  < 
sea-coast  is  nearly  four  hundred  miles,  and  its  extent  inland  about  fifty  mil< 
on  an  average.  The  Maryland  colony  at  Cape  Palmas,  is  not  at  thismomei 
a  part  of  the  Liberian  Republic,  but  soon  will  be,  when  the  continuous  coa 
under  the  control  of  the  American  colored  emigrants  will  extend  about  fh 
hundred  and  twenty  miles.  There  are  twelve  millions  of  acres  in  the  Liberia 
territory,  much  of  which  is  very  fertile  and  most  is  susceptible  of  profitab 
cultivation.  It  has  been  ascertained  that  the  produce  of  a  cultivated  acre 
more  than  enough  to  support  a  man. 


The  population  of  the  African  Commonwealth  is  about  two  hundred  thou¬ 
sand  souls.  There  it  stands  a  monument  of  the  wisdom  of  its  pioneer  friends 
in  America,  populated  and  governed  by  blacks  from  its  chief  magistrate  down 
to  the  humblest  officer,  with  churches,  schools,  good  laws,  the  press  and  all 
the  blessings  of  civilization.  There  are  few  events  in  this  stirring  age,  more 
full  of  absorbing  interest  than  the  foundation  of  this  independent  nation  of 
colored  freemen  among  their  own  race  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  millions  of 
people. 

The  face  of  the  country  of  Liberia,  her  soil,  natural  fertility,  rivers, 
natural  scenery,  climate,  civil  and  social  institutions,  manufactures,  and 
commercial  advantages,  are  such,  that  your  committee  have  no  hesitation 
in  recommending  the  young  Republic  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the 
people  of  Pennsylvania. 

THE  OBJECTS  OF  COLONIZATION. 

1st.  To  practically  demonstrate  the  capacity  of  the  colored  man  for  self- 
government,  and  for  independent,  civil  nationality.  This  has  been  realized 
by  the  establishment  and  prosperity  of  the  Republic  of  Liberia  in  Western 
Africa. 

2d.  To  fully  break  up  and  destroy  the  African  slave  trade.  This,  to  a 
great  extent,  has  been  done  and  is  still  being  done,  by  planting  and  extending 
social,  civil  and  Christian  colonies  of  free  colored  people,  from  this  country, 
on  the  Western  coast  of  Africa. 

3d.  To  introduce  civilization  and  Christianity  into  Africa,  and  thereby 
, promote  the  redemption  of  that  vast  continent  and  long  and  deeply  degraded 
.race,  by  the  instrumentality  of  her  own  exiled  children,  going  there  from 
this  country.  This  missionary  work  of  African  colonization  has  been  most 
I  efficient  and  successful. 

4th.  To. secure  a  home  for  the  free  colored  people  of  the  United  States ,  where 
It/iey  may  profess  and  enjoy  undisturbed  peace  and  freedom ,  in  the  highest  sense. 
This  has  been  accomplished,  and  perhaps  there  is  no  place  on  earth  to-day 
where  the  colored  man,  in  so  high  and  rich  a  degree,  possesses  and  enjoys 
liberty  and  social  prosperity,  as  in  the  Republic  of  Liberia. 

5th.  To  present  a  social,  civil  and  moral  argument  —  to  induce  voluntary 
emancipation  of  slaves  and  secure  their  freedom  and  happiness  in  a  safe  and 
prosperous  country  of  their  own.  And  this  is  being  most  effectually  realized 
by  the  reflex  influence  of  the  Republic  of  Liberia  on  the  humane,  benevolent 
and  Christian  masters  of  slaves  at  the  South,  in  disposing  them  to  educate 
and  free  their  people,  in  viewr  of  their  emigration  and  citizenship  in  that 
,  Republic. 

ITS  FRUITS. 

1st.  Between  six  and  eight  hundred  miles  of  sea  coast  of  Western  Africa 
have  been  secured  to  the  Republic  from  the  native  tribes,  and  this  territory- 
extending  interior  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  miles. 

2d.  Many  of  the  native  population  have  taken  the  oath  of  fealty  to  the  Gov¬ 
ernment^  while  many  tens  of  thousands  have  bound  themselves,  by  treaty 
wholly  to  abandon  the  slave  trade  and  human  sacrifice,  and  thus  are  brought 
in  contact  with  and  under  the  influence  of  a  civilized  government  and  people. 

3d.  The  slave  trade  has  been  permanently  extirpated  from  at  least  three 
thousand  miles  of  the  Western  African  coast:  from  about  eight  hundred, 
miles  by  purchase  and  social  redemption,  and  from  over  two  thousand  miles 
by  treaty  stipulations ;  and  all  of  this,  directly  or  indirectly,  by  the  existence 
and  influence  of  the  Republic  of  Liberia. 

THE  NUMBER  OF  EMIGRANTS  FROM  THE  UNITED  STATES  TO  LIBERIA. 

1st.  The  Colonization  societies  have  sent,  at  their  own  expense  and  by  the 
request  of  those  who  have  gone  up  to  the  close  of  1853,  eight  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  sixty-eight  colonists. 
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2d.  The  United  States  Government  have  sent  one  thousand  and  forty-foui 
who  were  re-captured  slaves,  making,  in  all,  ten  thousand  and  twelve  colonists 
established  in  Liberia,  both  by  the  Colonization  societies  and  the  Government 
of  the  United  States. 

3d,  Of  these  sent  by  the  Colonization  societies,  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
three  were  sent  during  the  past  year,  1853. 

The  disposition  among  the  colored  people  of  this  country,  especially  in  the 
free  States,  to  goto  Liberia,  is  daily  and  almost  universally  increasing. 

The  expense  of  sending  a  colonist  to  Liberia,  and  supporting  him  there  for 
six  months  after  bis  arrival,  together  with  a  homestead  of  five  acres  of  good 
land,  &c.,  is  from  sixty  to  eighty  dollars  each  one,  both  old  and  young. 

The  Colonization  Society  gives  the  passage,  furnishes  provisions  and  medi 
cal  aid,  with  a  comfortable  house,  for  the  first  six  months,  and  longer  wher 
necessary,  to  each  and  every  emigrant  going  to  the  Republic  of  Liberia,  beside: 
the  gift  of  a  homestead  of  live  ac.es  of  land  to  a  single  person,  and  ten  ac.e: 
to  a  colonist  who  has  a  family. 

THK  PENNSYLVANIA  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY. 

This  Society  was  organized  in  the  year  1826,  and  was  chartered  in  1830 
It  has  sent  from  this  Stale  to  Liberia,  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  emigrants 
of  whom  thirty-five  weie  sent  during  the  past  year,  1853. 

The  company  of  thirty-five  sent  from  this  State  the  past  year,  was  on 
of  the  largest,  most  intelligent,  enterprising  and  best  organized  of  colorei 
people  ever  sent  by  the  Colonization  Society  to  that  Republic.  They  liav 
selected  their  homestead,  some  thirty  miles  from  Monrovia,  up  the  St.  Paul’ 
river,  in  a  beautiful  and  healthful  region  of  country,  well  watered,  well  tim 
be.ed,  rich  in  miiical  wealth,  and  possessing  a  sail  of  great  fertility. 

The  Pennsylvai  iu  Society  aided  this  company  of  emigrants,  l)y  its  ow1 
voluntary  funds,  in  securing  to  them  a  steam  engine ,  saw  mill ,  and  other  ma 
chinery,  to  render  them  prosperous  and  a  blessing  to  the  country  and  peopl 
in  geneial,  where  they  l  ave  gone  to  find  homes  of  freedom  and  equality. 

Besides  those  emigrants  sent  to  Liberia  from  this  State  by  the  Pennsy] 
vania  Socie:y,  this  society  has  also  sent  four  hundred  and  ninety-two  emi 
grants  from  other  States,  most  of  whom  we  e  slaves,  whose  freedom  wa 
thereby  secured  to  them  in  the  Republic  of  Liberia.  Of  this  number,  thirty 
eight  were  sent  out  by  the  society  during  the  past  year,  all  of  whom  bein 
slaves  and  whose  fieedom  depended  on  their  going  to  Liberia,  has  bee 
secured  to  them  by  this  society  establishing  them  in  that  Republic.  Th 
Pennsylvania  Colonization  Society  has,  the  efore,  sent  to  Liberia,  in  all,  si 
hundred  and  fifty-nine  emigrants  —  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  from  thi 
State  —  thirty-five  of  whom  the  past  }  ea  ",  and  four  hundred  and  ninety  tw 
from  other  States,  mostly  slaves,  of  whom  thirty-eight  were  sent  the  pas 
year. 

POPULATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  whole  white  population  of  the  country,  by  the  census  of  1850,  wa 
nineteen  millions  six  hundred  and  thirty-one  thousand  se\en  hundred  an 
ninety-nine  ;  slave  population,  three  millions  one  hundred  and  ninety-eigli  I 
thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty-four ;  free  colored,  four  hundred  an 
twenty-eight  thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty-seven.  Total  colored,  tbre 
millions  six  hundred  and  twenty-six  thousand  nine  hundred  end  sixty-cne 

This  makes  the  white  population  about  five  and  one-fourih  to  one  of  th 
black  population. 

The  whole  colored  population  increased,  from  1340  to  1850,  at  the  ratio  c  | 
26.22  per  cent.,  which  would  double  the  colored  population  in  thirty  year: 
According  to  the  census  cf  1850,  there  were  then  fifty-three  thousand  thre 
hundred  and  twrent\ -three  free  colored  persons  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
It  is  believed,  however,  that  the  number  has  somewhat  decreased  since  1850.  | 
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The  friendly  regards  to  Colonization  and  Liberia,  a-e  much  stronger  in  the 
iral  districts  of ^he  State  than  in  the  cities.  Some  ,o  from  the  cit.es,  but 
ie  larger  and  better  number  from  the  country ;  and  the  disposition  now  to 
ain  information  about  Liberia,  and  go  there,  is  becoming  deep  stroti|  and 
eneral,  among  hundreds  and  thousands  of  the  colored  people  over  this  Stale. 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Pennsylvania  stands  distinguished,  among  the  States  of  the  Union  for  her 
ctive  benevolence  in  endowing  charitable  and  benevolent  msutumns.  She 
as  established  institutions  for  the  education  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  for  t 
]  •  j  ror  tue  reformation  of  the  youthful  criminal  and  the  abandoned  female. 
Kr^tTSred  an  institution  for  the  relief  of  the  unfortunate 

nsane  ;  and  last,  though  not  least  she  is  bow  - evincing  “  d«2iva  e  feeble 
n  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  the  friends  of  the  idiot,  to  cultivate 

ntellect  and  raise  him  above  the  condition  of  the  brute.  , 

During  the  past  year,  more  than  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  yere 
loWthe  State  Treasury,  for  purposes  of  a  charitable  nature.  Very  few  of 
hese  institutions  have  conferred  any  benefit  on  the  colored  p0P"la‘^";  y 
he  charter  of  the  Pennsylvania  Lunatic  Hospital,  no  person  of  color  can, 
mder  any  circumstances,  be  admitted  into  any  of  its  wards  or  cel|s’s<J  at 
he  colored  people,  as  a  class,  have  heretofore  received  very  few .of ’the  boun- 
ies  of  the  Commonwealth ;  and  we  think  a  more  judicious  discrimination 
tmong  the  appropriations  to  charitable  and  benevolent  objects  would  afford 
o  all  desirable  objects  the  means  of  some  pecuniary  assistance  t^e  approprL 
without  swelling  the  general  aggregate.  Two  years  ago  the  State  appropri 
ited  two  thousand  dollars  to  the  Pennsylvania  Colonization  Society,  w  c 
he  society  gratefully  acknowledges  as  having  been  of  very  essential  serv  ice 
inlhe  good  work  of  African  colonization.  Besides  the  means  it  turn, shed 
the  society,  directly,  the  approving  hand  of  the  authorities  of  the  Common 
wealth  has  had  the  effect  of  establishing  confidence  and  fh*m 

work  of  withdrawing  the  black  population  from  amongst  us,  and  plant  them 
upon  a  soil  and  climate  adapted  to  their  constitutions.  , 

PThe  Pennsylvania  Colonization  Society  occasionally  has  received  very  large 
bequests.  We  will,  in  this  connection,  state  an  only  instance.  Elliot  Lies  , 
Esq.,  who  was  for  a  number  of  years  president  of  the  Pennsylvama  Socie  ty 
and  who  lately  deceased,  willed  to  the  society  ten  thousand  dollars  for  the 
purpose  of  Episcopal  missions  and  schools  at  Port  Cresson,  mhbe, 
Africa;  also,  one  thousand  dollars  to  the  Pennsylvania  C°lonlzf  *on  S“C1®ty; 

The  work  is  practicable  to  transport  to  Africa  three  millions  of  men;  "°™e 
and  children.  But  it  cannot  be  done  without  money.  To  transport  the  fifty- 
three  thousand  now  in  this  State,  could  be  accomplished  m  less  Bum 
twenty  years,  without  the  assistance  of  a  very  large  amount  frott .  the  &ta  e 
Treasury.  It  is  ascertained  that  there  are  over  fourm,honofEuro,,ens 
and  the  immediate  descendants  of  Europeans,  m  the  Uni  ed  States ,  and  t  ey 
are  now  coming  to  our  shores  at  an  average  of  a  thousand  a  day.  It  the  emi¬ 
gration  should  continue  -to  advance  for  the  next  ten  years,  a»  j*  aas  doa®  , 
Fast  five,  there  will  arrive  in  our  country,  from  Europe,  five  millions  of  people 
in  ten  years.  And  all  this  without  government  aid  to  any  aPPr“la^«“'«  ^ 
The  whole  movement  is  founded  upon  private  enterprise,  and  to  “ccomplish 
private  interests.  And  it  has  been  officially  ascertained,  that  the  Irish  emi¬ 
grants,  besides  sustaining  themselves  in  this  country  during  three  years,  s 
home  to  their  kindred  in  their  native  land,  fifteen  millions  of  dollars.  A,e  we 
to  be  told  then,  that  these  States,  in  connexion  with  State  aPprepr;a«toris  and 
private  benevolence,  cannot  in  the  course  of  a  generation  or  two,  tVansport  the 

colored  population,  of  less  than  three  and  a  ha  mi  ions,  <safetv  • 

Coast  of  Africa  1  Especially,  as  it  is  a  measure  of  public  peace  and  e  y  , 
public  justice;  public  benevolence ;  public  honor  and  national  prosperity. 
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In  conclusion,  the  Committee  has  only  to  say,  that  the  African  Colonization 
is  the  offspring*  of  Christian  philanthropy.  It  is  allied  to  no  scheme  of  wealth 
or  power.  Amoral  necessity  gave  birth  to  the  enterprise.  The  suffering  and 
degraded  condition  of  the  colored  people  in  the  city  of  London,  in  1787, 
moved  the  hearts  of  Wilberforce  and  others,  of  kindred  spirit,  to  devise 
means  for  their  relief  and  improvement,  and  the  colony  of  Sierra  Leone  was 
the  result. 

The  same  beneficent  spirit,  seeking  to  meliorate  the  condition  of  the  race  in 
this  country,  but  with  a  scope  immeasurably  broader,  was  led  by  the  light  of 
British  example  to  the  adoption  of  similar  measures,  and  through  the  agency 
of  the  American  Colonization  Soqiigty,  forrped  in  1816,  Liberia,  the  germ  of 
an  empire,  sprang  into  life.  .  ’  l  7 

The  pioneers  and  founders  of  the  enterprise,  believing  that  the  separation 
of  the  races  is  essential  to  the  highest  improvement  of  both,  sought  to  secure 
a  retreat,  where  the  African  might  enjoy  every  right  and  franchise  of  an 
American  citizen,  and  in  the  free  exercise  of  every  native  endowment,  stand 
erect  in  the  conscious  dignity  of  manhood-— in  the  land  of  his  ancestors,  freed 
from  his  present  social  inferiority  and  political  disfranchisement,  with  every 
incentive  to  manly  effort  and  virtuous  aspiration. 

A  retreat  has  been  found  near  the  equator,  the  native  home  of  the  race, 
comprising  a  territory  of  twenty  thousand  square  miles,  admitting  of  indefi¬ 
nite  extension  into  the  interior,  as  the  exigencies  of  the  people  may  require. 
From  the  humblest  beginnings  formed  of  materials  the  most  feeble  and 
helpless,  nursed  by  private  charity,  exposed  to  aggression  from  every  ruthless 
marauder,  and  protected  only  by  Almighty  love,  Liberia  has  escaped  the  perils 
of  her  infancy.  She  has  even  the  spirit  to  call  herself  a  State,  a  common¬ 
wealth,  an  independent  republic,  and  the  proudest  monarchies  of  Europe  have 
enrolled  her  among  the  nations.  Schools  and  churches  adorn  her  towns  and 
villages ;  the  atrocities  of  the  slave  trade  have  ceased  within  her  borders ; 
thousands  of  the  emancipated  exult  in  the  blessings  of  freedom,  and  astonished 
Africa  beholds  a  new  order  of  things  inaugurated  upon  her  shores. 

Liberia  invites  the  return  of  the  exiled  to  the  home  of  their  ancestors,  to 
share  the  blessings  of  her  free  institutions  and  ennobling  destiny,  to  be  rival¬ 
led  only,  we  trust,  by  the  Empire  of  the  West. 

To  a  country  so  inviting,  is  it  not  a  wise  and  humane  policy  to  direct  the 
attention  of  the  colored  race  in  this  State  1  It  has  been  decided  that  here  they 
can  never  rise  to  a  social  or  political  equality.  Call  this  prejudice,  or  patriotism, 
or  philosophy,  the  fact  is  certain.  What  hope  then  remains  that  this  unfortu¬ 
nate  people  can  ever  be  Americanized,  and  constitute  an  integral  part  of  the 
State  I  The  conviction  that  this  is  impossible,  that  they  are  politically  dis¬ 
franchised,  that  they  are  to  remain  a  degraded  caste,  has  sunk  into  the  depths 
of  their  hearts,  quenching  every  noble  aspiration,  repressing  every  manly 
effort,  and  crushing  their  spirits  to  the  earth. 

Your  committee,  in  view  of  the  facts  before  them,  and  in  consideration  of 
the  civil  and  social  disabilities  to  which  the  colored  people  of  Pennsylvania 
are  subjected,  recommend  an  appropriation  of  two  thousand  dollars  to  the 
Pennsylvania  Colonization  Society,  to  be  drawn  and  expended  as  provided  for 
in  the  bill  herewith  reported  by  the  committee. 

All  which,  with  the  accompanying  bill,  is  respectfully  submitted. 

C.  L.  HUNSECKER, 

B.  R.  MILLER, 

GEO.  W.  HILLIER, 

JONATHAN  P.  ABRAHAM, 
JOHN  J.  KILGORE. 


